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HOW DOES TEXAS PLAN FOR RESILIENCE NOW? 

WATER SUPPLY 

• Texas develops a State Water Plan every 5 yea rs that identifies water
management strategies to meet projected demand and drought of record
conditions

• Drought is the main priority: The 2017 State Water Plan does not reference
resilience, but drought is mentioned 374 times, conservation 130x, efficiency
7x, flood 12x

• Texas requires retail water utilities and certain water rights holders to
submit water loss and drought contingency plans

FLOOD MANAGEMENT 

• Following the impacts of Hurricane Harvey, the 86th Texas Legislature
created a state flood management planning process and the Flood
Infrastructure Fund (FIF)

• TWDB will administer $770 million in FIF financial assistance for structural
and nonstructural flood management projects (30% grants and
70% zero interest loans)

INTEGRATIVE PLANNING 

• Frameworks integrative planning for are becoming more common at
city or regional levels

• Resilience is often either explicitly, or implicitly referenced in those plans
• Community driven resilience planning is often considered through

frameworks like "One Water".

POLICY CONSIDERATIONS 

Planning Funding 

10/16 2021 Regional Water Plans Reference 

Resilience2
: 

Climate Change: adapt with better data 
Conjunctive use: coordinate groundwater and 
surface water use during drought 
Diversifying Supplies: identify auxiliary supplies 
and strategies 
Intra-regional Cooperation: leverage regional 
relationships to support vulnerable water 
systems 
Reuse: as drought resilient supply 

First State Flood Plan expected by 2024 
15 Regional flood plans expected by 2023 
Community Flood Resilience Task Force 

created in Harris County to ensure meaningful 
community engagement in flood management 

Coastal Resiliency Master Plan: General Land 
Office's framework for community, 
socio-economic, ecologic and infrastructure 
protection from coastal hazards 
Resilient Houston: City of Houston's resilience 
strategy released in 2020 
Water Forward: City of Austin's 100-year 
integrated water resource plan approved in 2018 

Disaster Response 
How are local, regional and state decisions 
coordinating around the need for resilience? 
How can data collection and integration be 
improved? How should resilience be 
considered in the State Water Plan? 

What funding gaps exist in ensuring 
communities are able to invest in resilient 
water infrastructure? Which communities 
need asset management support to identify 
and assess water infrastructure 

Water systems are essential infrastructure 
How are they considered and protected in 
disaster planning? How well do local and 
regional planning entities communicate? 

investment needs? 
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